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for the distillation of enormous quantities were constructed. Some
of the largest have a capacity of from 30000 to 60000 liters.

The evolution of the modern distilling apparatus as applied
to the distillation of volatile oils, like that of the theory and art
of distillation in general, is replete with historical interest.

On the following pages will be found a number of illustrations
of some of the modern stills used in the largest German factory.
Looking backward it might seem as though there were no con-
nection between the modern giant stills and their prototypes.
Yet every one of themes but a link in the long chain of develop-

ment of the art of distillation. That the process of evolution
has been exceedingly rapid during the past ten years does not
affect the truth of this statement. Almost every one of these
pieces of apparatus has been newly created out of the ruins of
its immediate predecessor.

In modern chemical industry Germany unquestionably ranks
first. Of the various branches of this industry that of the
manufacture of volatile oils and synthetic aromatics has acquired
an importance previously unexpected and with it a correspon-
dingly influential position.